
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective 

 

To be part of the Local History Collective and also to lead the academic discussions 

related to the history of the Meenachil River. 

Postgraduate Department of History, along with Kottayam Nattukoottam, Meenachil 

Nadheesamrakshanasamithi, BhoomikaPoonjar and Kerala Pradesika Charitra Samithioraganised 

a History seminar on “Meenachil Nadheethadathinte Charitram” in Bhoomika Centre, Poonjar 

on 23rd April 2023 at 2.00 pm. For the last few decades, environmentalists and activists have 

been very much concerned about the protection of the Meenachil River which is an important 

river flowing through the Meenachil Taluk and serves as the nerve centre of the region. Parallel 

to this Kottayam Nattukoottam and Keralapradesika Charitrasamithi are interested in the history 

of the Meenachil riverbed. As a higher education institution, the Postgraduate Department of 

History was associated with the team in order to enhance their historical knowledge about the 

Meenachil riverbed. 

 

The programme started with the welcome speech of Dr. S. Ramachandran, President, 

Meenachil Nadheesamrakshanasamiti. Sri. George Mathew Adhyalil, Panchayath President of 

Poonjar Thekekkara, presided over the meeting. The major attraction of the programme was the 

honouring of Sri. Thomas Kunnickal, a native of Poonjar reported many megalithic findings 

from the region. After the honouring, he talked about the various artifacts he had found from the 

places as well as the negligence of the people and the government regarding the protection of 

megalithic monuments and the sites that prove the prehistoric inhabitance in the region. The 

History Seminar was inaugurated by Dr. Beena Paul, HOD, Department of History, Henry Baker 

College, Melukavu. She first of all appreciated the people who were assembled there to hear 

about the history of the Meenachil River. She also summarized the history of the people who 

lived around the river from the past to the present. The main presentation in the Seminar was by 

Pallikonam Rajeev, Coordinator, Kerala Pradeshika Charitra Samithi. He talked about Meenachil 

Nadheethadathinte Charitram. Another talk in the session was by Dr. Nisha Joseph, Assistant 
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Professor, Department of History, HBC, Melukavu. She talked on the subject “Paristhithika 

Veenduvicharathinte Charitravum Sangalpanagalum”. The seminar ended at 6.00pm.5 Students 

participated in the programme. 

Outcome 

 

Local people who are interested in the protection of the Meenachil River got the 

opportunity to learn about the history of Meenchil River and the two teachers of the Postgraduate 

department were part of the programme to impart the history of the river basin to the natives. 
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